Tape 178 


NADINE ZAGER 


Interviewed by: Eapoint 6* grade class, April 1987 
Transcribed by: Janet Taylor, June 2001 

Interviewer: My name is Raydean Natani. I go to school at Eapoint Elementary. I am in the sixth 
grade and I am doing a project on an oral history interview. I am here with my grandma, Nadine 
Zager. She is fifty-one years old. The subject we will be discussing is on money and how that has 
changed from the past to the present. 

Interviewer: Describe how much money was available. 

Nadine Zager (Nadine): Well, there wasn’t much money then because jobs didn’t pay as much as 
they do now. My mother and dad both worked and I worked in the summertime, when school 
was out, on the vegetable farm, and I had a part-time job working for an elderly lady, just doing 
errands and doing housework for her. 

Interviewer: How would you spend it? 

Nadine: Well, mostly I saved it all for school clothes in the fall. But once in a while I’d go to the 
show. I think it cost me twenty cents to go to the show and I had to ride about ten miles. It took a 
couple of dimes to ride the bus down and back. 

Interviewer: What were some of the costs on the candy and what was your favorite thing to 
spend money on? 

Nadine: The candy. I used to buy a “Nutty Buddy” ice cream. They still have them now. Those 
used to cost us a nickel, then they went up to a dime. A candy bar was a nickel, and I think a 
package of gum was a nickel. Mostly, the thing I liked to buy was, I used to like to buy clothes. 
Once a year we used to take some money and go to Provo. That was something I liked to do the 
best. 

Interviewer: A hundred dollars is a lot of money for us. When you were about the age that I am, 
how much was a lot of money to you? 

Nadine: Well, if I can remember, if I had $25, 1 had a lot of money, because I could buy a lot of 
things with it, because things didn’t cost as much then as they do now. 

Interviewer: How did you use money differently than now? 

Nadine: We really didn’t use it differently. We did the same things with it; we just had to be 
careful what we bought with it. It was harder to get, and there weren’t as many jobs available 
then as there are now. 

Interviewer: When you would go shopping, would your groceries cost a lot? 

Nadine: When my mother went shopping, she went once a week because that’s when my dad got 
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paid. Things didn’t cost as much as they do now, but people didn’t make as much money in 
wages, so the cost was high. It averages out just about like it does now. People make a lot of 
money now, but prices are high. 

Interviewer: When your mom or dad would get paid, how mueh would they get paid? 

Nadine: Oh, probably $150 a week. But that went a long way, beeause things weren’t as high. 
Interviewer: Was money real important then? 

Nadine: Yes. It was as important then as it is now, because that’s how you would pay your bills. 
We didn’t have a telephone, so we didn’t have to pay a telephone bill, and we didn’t have TV. 
We did have a radio to listen to. 

Interviewer: Did your family have a lot of money? 

Nadine: No, we didn’t have a lot of money. As far as money, we didn’t have it. We had to all 
work hard because there were six of us kids. We all had to do our jobs and we earned our own 
money for the things, whieh helped out a lot. Money to do our things at school with, or other - 
that’s why I had a job when I was going to school. I worked for a lady running errands and doing 
housework, and I had a paper route, I delivered papers, and that’s how I earned money for what I 
needed. By buying my own things, it helped out the family. 

Interviewer: Did you ever have money of your own to spend, and what did it mean to spend it 
wisely? 

Nadine: Yes, I did. I had my own money beeause I worked for my own living. For me to spend 
wisely, I used to work and I spent very little money when I was earning it, and I would save it. 
Then when I’d get ready to go to school in the fall, then I would have saved it all up until it was 
time, just before it was time, to go to sehool, then I would buy my things. 

Interviewer: About how much were your sehool elothes when you bought them? 

Nadine: Oh, let’s see. I think I can remember buying a eoat that was real niee coat and I think I 
probably paid $10 for it. 

Interviewer: Do you think people value money differently now? How is it different? 

Nadine: Well, I think they value it differently because they spend money they don’t have. They 
spend a lot on eredit eards and so then when the credit eard comes due, then they have to pay for 
it. If they didn’t do those things, I think they would be better off. Money is more available now 
than it used to be, beeause to borrow money from a bank was real hard to do. You didn’t do it 
very often. 
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